
A Discipleship Study: Jacob 

From Deceiver to Leader 

Introduction : 

 

1. Jacob the Deceiver (Genesis 25:19‐34; 27:1‐41)  

2. Jacob Meets God (Genesis 27:41‐28:22)  

3. Jacob and Laban, Rachel and Leah (Genesis 29‐31)  

4. Jacob Wrestles with God and Man (Genesis 32‐33)  

5. Jacob Returns to Bethel (Genesis 33:17‐35:29)  

6. Jacob’s Depression, Fear, and Hope (Genesis 37‐47)  

7. Jacob Offers Blessings (Genesis 46:28‐49:33) 1 

Overview: 
 
32. “Esau said … I am at the point to die—that is, I am running daily risk of my life; and of what 
use will the birthright be to me: so he despised or cared little about it, in comparison with gratifying 
his appetite—he threw away his religious privileges for a trifle; and thence he is styled “a profane 
person” (Heb 12:16; also Job 31:7, 16; 6:13; Php 3:19). “There was never any meat, except the 
forbidden fruit, so dear bought, as this broth of Jacob” [BISHOP HALL].” 2 
 
“ He found no place of repentance—The cause is here put for the effect, “repentance” for the 
object which Esau aimed at in his so-called repentance, namely, the change of his father’s determination to 
give the chief blessing to Jacob. Had he sought real repentance with tears he would have found it (Mt 7:7). 
But he did not find it because this was not what he sought. What proves his tears were not those of 
one seeking true repentance is, immediately after he was foiled in his desire, he resolved to murder 
Jacob! He shed tears, not for his sin, but for his suffering the penalty of his sin. His were tears of 
vain regret and remorse, not of repentance. “Before, he might have had the blessing without tears; 
afterwards, no matter how many tears he shed, he was rejected. Let us use the time” (Lu 18:27)! 
[BENGEL]. ALFORD explains “repentance” here, a chance, by repenting, to repair (that is, to regain the 
lost blessing). I agree with him that the translation, instead of “repentance,” “no place for changing 
HIS FATHER’S mind,” is forced; though doubtless this is what was the true aim of the “repentance” 
which he sought. The language is framed to apply to profane despisers who wilfully cast away grace 
and seek repentance (that is, not real; but escape from the penalty of their sin), but in vain. Compare 
“afterward,” Mt 25:11, 12. Tears are no proof of real repentance (1 Sa 24:16, 17; contrast Ps 56:8).” 3 
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Chief Places Jacob Lived 4 
Beer‐lahai‐roi, Jacob’s birthplace (25:11) means, “well of the Living One who sees me” (16:7). It is the site of a 
well in the Negev desert south of Beersheba, on the road to Shur, between Kadesh and Bered (16:14).  

Beersheba, where Jacob lived as a boy, was the site of another well in the northern Negev desert. The name 
means “well of seven.” It contains rich alluvial soil where crops could be grown and herds could be grazed. The 
region was controlled by Gerar, the nearest commercial center.  

Gerar was a town in the western Negev desert, near Gaza, 
apparently controlled by Philistine or sea tribes during the patriarchal period (26:1, 8). Isaac and Jacob spent some 
time in Gerar (26:1) during their desert wanderings.  

Haran, where Jacob labored for 20 years and raised his family, was the ancestral homeland of Jacob’s ancestors. It 

is in present‐day Turkey along the Jullab River.  

Succoth, near where the Jabbok River enters the Jordan, was named after the booths (sukkâ) that Jacob built there 
for his livestock after reconciling with Easu and returning to Canaan (33:17).  

Shechem is an ancient walled city that guarded the pass between Mount Ebal and Mount Gerizim, on the main 
road from Jerusalem to the north. Jacob’s family camped on land outside the city near the Tree of Moreh (33:18).  

Bethel is where God first appeared to Jacob (28:10‐22) and where he returned later with his family (35:6). 

Originally named Luz, Jacob renamed it Beth‐el (“house of God”). It lies on the main north‐south watershed route 
about 12 miles north of Jerusalem.  

Hebron (meaning “league” or “confederacy”), lies about 19 miles south of Jerusalem, close to the Tree of Mamre. 
It was an occasional home for Jacob (37:14) and the final residence of Isaac (35:27). At Sarah’s death, Abraham 

had purchased a burial cave at nearby Machpelah from Ephron the Hittite (23:1‐20). Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 

and other family members were buried there (35:27‐29; 47:30; 49:30; 50:13).  

Goshen is a district in Egypt where Jacob lived the last 18 years of his life. The Israelites lived here until the 

Exodus centuries later in an area known as the “district of Ramases” (47:6, 11), probably near Pi‐Ramases.  

 

 
 

 

4 From Ralph F. Wilson, Discipleship Lessons from the Life of Jacob (JesusWalk, 2010). Copyright © 2010, Ralph F. Wilson 

<pastor@joyfulheart.com>. All rights reserved. Permission is granted to make copies of these participant handouts, one set for each 

member of a local group, at no charge, provided that this copyright information remains intact on each copy.  



STUDY GROUP QUESTIONS: 
 
Question 1: Why is Esau’s selling of his birthright so destructive to his relationship to God (see Heb. 
12:16-17)? What does it say to us today? How is Jacob’s deception forgiven, but Esau’s selling of his 
birthright not forgiven by God? 
 
 
Question 2: What is disturbing about Jacob’s beginnings? What is comforting?  
 
 
 
Question 3: What are your thoughts on Rebekah’s behavior (Genesis 27:1-17)? Why do you think 
this might be important for us today? 


